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Crowds Came to 51st GNA 
Coin & Currency Show 


Crowds Came to 5ist 1 


GNA Coin & -R; 
aaycGut By: Richard Jozefiak 

Calendar 4 Arecord setting crowd of over 2400 
people came to the 51st Georgia 

Did You Know 6 Numismatic Association (GNA) Coin 
& Currency Show held April 17-19, 

Why Not Coll 10 

ead een el 2015 at the Northwest Georgia Trade & 

Eagles? Convention Center in Dalton, GA. ‘Two 


. special attractions at the show were: The 

Shai es 14 United States Mint and the American 

Exhibitors Numismatic Association (ANA) Road 
Show. 

Early Dimes At $100 15 

Each? The sold out bourse had over 325 tables 
along with competitive exhibits, special 
programs for young numismatists (YNs), 
presentations, and exhibits from The 
United States Mint and the ANA. 


The show was opened at 10 am on Friday, 
April 17 with the ribbon being cut by 
United States Mint employees. 





United States Mint Sales Booth and Exhibit Area 


Another special attraction at the show was 
the ANA Road Show, staffed by Mr. Rod 
Gillis, ANA Educational Director, and Ms. 
Tiffanie Bueschel, ANA Club Coordinator. 
The ANA had on display rare Dahlonega 
gold coins, mint errors, and Georgia 
notes. 





ANA Road Show ‘Team- Rod Gillis (L) and Tiffanie 
Bueschel, with Richard Jozefiak (ANA District 


Representative- Alabama) (R) 


On Saturday morning, Rod Gillis (ANA 
Educational Director) held a Boy Scout 
Merit badge program. Over 20 scouts 
earned their coin collecting merit badge. 
The ANA provided a free six month ANA 
membership to the scouts that completed 
the program. 


On Saturday afternoon, the YN Program 
had a crowd of over 110 people attending, 
with over 60 young people. Led by 

Mr. Bob Hartje, a program of students 
representing different historical people on 
money was performed. All YNs received a 


Continued on page 3 
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Buying and Selling Coins, Currency, 
Gold and Silver Bullion 
Atlanta, Georgia 


404-256-3667 
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Visit us at the G.N.A. 
Convention Booths 
#401,403, 405, and 407 





Always looking to buy Large & Small Georgia Nationals 


4920 Roswell Road, Suite 23B, Atlanta, GA 30342 
(404) 256-3667 


ljncoins@aol.com - www.l|jncoins.com 
Member of: ANA GNA BRNA FUN ICTA 
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Crowds Came to 5ist GNA Coin & Currency Show 
Continued from Page 1 


goody bag of numismatic items, all donated by dealers at the show and the GNA. 





A full and busy bourse floor Student performers at the YN Program People looking at the many competitive 
with Bob Hartje (rear, center) exhibits 


A large competitive exhibit area had 15 exhibitors with a total of 46 display cases. Nine of the exhibitors were 
Junior class displays. Large competitive class is exhibits with more than 4 display cases. Small competitive 
class is exhibits with 1-3 display cases. Awards were given for 1st,2nd and 3rd place winners. 1st place winners 
were: 


Exhibit Title Exhibitor 


Large, competitive- Chattanooga Dennis Schafluetzel PCGS PR65 (Old Green 
1st Place Depression and Holder, with Gold CAC 
Clearing House Scrip sticker) 1940 Uber- 
Gem Proof Liberty 
Dime 


Small, competitive- The Pigeon Roost Lavonda Proveaux PCGS MS64BN 1865 
1st Place Mining Co. Two cent piece 


Small, competitive- Headed West: The Myriam Saldarriaga 1884 CC BU Silver 
1st Place Changing Faces of Miss Dollar, in original GSA 
Liberty packaging 





Fight educational programs were held during the show. The 30-45 minute presentations were on a wide 
variety of numismatic topics. Many of the speakers were nationally known numismatic experts. The next show 
is the 52nd GNA Coin & Currency Show on April 15-17, 2016 at the Northwest Georgia Trade & Convention 
Center in Dalton, GA. Future show information can be found: www.gamoney.org. 
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Board of Directors 
Show Calendar 
Greg Ison Todd Cofer Chip Davis 
President General Secretary Governor Greater Atlanta Coin Shows 
gison@gamoney.org tcofer@gamoney.org cdavis@gamoney.org 8/9 9/13, 10/11, and 11/15 2015 
Tom Youngblood Ron Wichman Carl Lester ae dee i he : pa ae ot 
Vice President & Interim Editor Membership Secretary Governor wits ee ee arene 
tyoungblood@gamoney.org rlwichman@bellsouth.net clester@gamoney.org Bob O'Brien: 770-772-4359 
atlcoin@ hotmail.com, www.aticoins.com 
John Phipps Chip Cutcliff Richard Jozefiak 
Treasurer Gavernor Governor Low Country Coin Club 
jphipps@gamoney.org ccutcliff@gamoney.org rjozefiak@gamoney.org Summer Coin Show 


August 14-16, 2015 
Arts and Crafts Building 
Exchange Club Park Fairgrounds 


Member Club Reps on GNA Board 9850 Hwy 78, Ladson, SC 


Richard Smith (843) 797-1245 
Lowell Knouff (843) 302-6210 


Position Open - GNAJournal Editor 








Steven Nix Mack Martin Norm Thomas 
Augusta Coin Club ine lone _ ioe oe nae ore Blue Ridge Numismatic Association 
CR Nes nen nae | | (BRNA) 56th Annual Convention 
Dennis Schafluetzel Tom Youngblood August 21 - 23, 2015 
Marc rectianminchiae Chief John Ross Pamet sin re Northwest Georgia Trade & Convention Center 
ne eno dschafluetzel@gamoney.org Mountain Coin Club 2211 Dug Gap Battle Road, Dalton, Georgia 
mkosanovich@gamoney.org Rickens County Coin Club 30720 
) tyoungblood@gamoney.org Blenda Brush: 864-617-3378 
Jim Ford Ron Blackman: 321-258-0325 
Chattanooga Coin Club ' ‘ i 
ice aoa North Carolina Numismatic 
Association 57th Anniversary 
Member Clubs Coin Show & Convention 
October 2 - 4, 2015 
ANDERSON, SC BLAIRSVILLE MARIETTA Greensboro Coliseum Comples, 
Anderson Area Coin Club Mountain Coin Club Maritetta/ Smyrna Coin Club 197] West Lee St, Greensboro, NC 
Mark Otel Dr. Nancy W. Kelly Michael Smith Barry Ciociola: 919-656-3265 
706-436-1911 mountaincoinclub@gmail.com 770-401-0298 acide 
BLUE RIDGE CHATTANOOGA, TN NORTH CHARLESTON = "%9EI@ aol.com 
NUMISMATIST ASS’N —_— Chattanooga Coin Club Low Country Coin Clu} Rome Coin Club 2015 Coin Show 
Grant Campbell Dennis Schafluetzel nes October 16-17, 2015 
706-226-3504 423-842-5527 burnieacuff@hotmail.com os ; 
ROCKDALE Rome Civic Center 
ATLANTA FORT OGLETHORPE ee 400 Civic Center Dr., Rome, GA. 
Metropolitan Coin Club Chief John Ross Numis. Ass’n__ Rockdale Coin Club Tom Youngblood: 770-815-4042 
of Atlanta Dan Card as aaa Email: blood money.or 
pe can 423-238-5203 770-482-1133 mail: tyoungblood@ gamoney.org 
epee HUNTSVILLE, AL ROME South Carolina Numismatic 
Southern Gold Society Madison County Coin Club Rome Coin Club Asociation 
David Crenshaw Michael Campbell J erry Howell 
dcnumisma@charter.net 256-337-5092 706-234-0760 eee 
ALBANY JASPER THOMASVILLE TD Convention Center, Greenville, SC, 
Southwest Georgia Coin Club Pickens County Coin Club Rose City Comm Club pa aie oe tt . 7 ane ring.com 
J eff Neal Butch Roberts Paul Puskar ; 
229-349-3112 770-324-8724 229-226-3272 803-530-3668 
AUGUSTA MACON WARNER ROBINS ; 
Augusta Coin Club Middle Georgia Coin Club Warner Robins Coin Club Tennessee State Coin Show 
Steven Nix Bill Lane Tom Kimsey November 6 - 8, 2015 
fleetwoodcoins@hotmail.com. 478-986-9795 478-335-6835 Camp J ordan Arena, Chattanooga, TN 


kimseyco@gmail.com Gayle Pike: pikegk@ aol.com 


Georgia Numismatic Association (GNA) 
Application for Membership 


(check one category) 
[ ] Regular [ ] Junior/Student [ ] 3-Year 
[ ]Club [ ]Life 


Name 


Street 


City Zip 


Phone No. 


E-mail 


| herewith make application for membership in the 
Georgia Numismatic Association, subject to the 
Bylaws of said Association. | also agree to abide by 
the Code of Ethics adopted by the Association. 


Signature of Applicant Date 


Signature of Parent or Guardian* 
*required for Junior/Student applicant 


Membership Dues 
Regular (18 or older) 
Junior/Student (1/ or younger) 
3-Year (Individual) 
Club 
Life (Individual) 
Life (65 or older) 
Life (Club) $150 


Mail application & payment to: 
Georgia Numismatic Association 
P.O. Box 76161 
Atlanta, GA 30358-1161 





All rights reserved. Entire contents Copyright © 2015 by the 
Georgia Numismatic Association. 
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www.gamoney.org 
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The GNA Journal 


is looking for new 
articles. 
Are you a subject matter expert ? 


Do you have a numismatic passion 
you'd like to share? 


Submit your articles to: 
Tom Youngblood, Interim Editor 


tyoungblood@gamoney.org 
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“Did You Know...” 


By: Chip Cutcliff 


.. that the first elongated cents were created as 
souvenirs for the 1892-1893 Columbus Exposition 

in Chicago Illinois? ‘The event celebrated the 400th 
anniversary of the discover y of the Americas by 
Columbus. The elongated cents were made as 
souvenirs for the show, and were given away or sold. 
fora small amount. There were 3 or 4 designs that 
were provided. To create an elongated coin, the 
original round piece is forced between two rollers 
under great pressure. One or both of the rollers are 
ingraved with a design, which is transferred to the 
coin as it is made into a curved elongate. Elongates 
were very popular for 20-25 years after the Expo, but 
were less seen until a resurgence of interest in the 
mid- 1930’s. The first elongated coin die designer 

of record was Charles Damm, who is credited with 
the designs of the 1901 Pan America Exposition in 
Buffalo, New York. Today, elongates are generally 
grouped into three periods. The first period is the 
“oldies”, coins designed from 1893-1965 for special 
events. The Modern Era followed from 1965-1985. 
During this period, elongates were mostly made by 
private firms or individuals and designed for resale. 
The third, or contemporary period, is from 1985 to 
present, where most elongate machines are found at 
commercial locations such as theme parks or board 
walks. Many collectors choose their elongates by the 
design, such as World Fairs issues, pictures of horses, 
or varieties from amusement parks. By the way, they 
ARE legal to create in the U.S., if you were wondering. 


.. that someone put stars on the reverse design of 
some of the 1794 Large Cents? Called the “Starred 
Reverse”, there is a Sheldon variety #48 Large Cent 
that has 94 tiny stars located on the reverse of the 
coin, near the rim in between the denticles. First 
discovered by Henry Chapman in 18777, the variety is 
considered to be a very rare and desirable one today. 
No one knows who or why the stars were added to the 
reverse of this particular coin. Some speculate that 

a die sinker had a bit too much time on his hands, 
and artistically (randomly?) added the stars to the 
die. There is no known reason for it, just speculation. 
There are maybe 60 or so pieces known to exist today, 
with the top grade being about an XF. Coins in top 


grades sell for over $60,000 dollars, so you may 
want to look at the back of all your 1794 Large Cents 
to see if you have a rare variety. Even on a worn out 
coin, finding just one star left will make your coin a 
valuable treasure! 


.. that the $1 small size Federal Reserve Note (FRN) 
got its’ start in 1963? Although the Federal Reserve 
Act was passed in December 1913, it was 50 years 
later before we saw a small size $1 note of this type. 
The first large Size FRN’s were issued in 1914. Large 
paper notes were discontinued in 1928, and small 
size notes first appeared in 1929, though many were 
dated 1928 when the plates were created. The $1 
small FRN would not appear until 1963, about the 
time that the $1 Silver Certificates, the workhorse of 
their day, started phasing out because of the rising 
price of silver. Because the notes are all relatively 
recently printed, it possible today to put together 

a collection of all of the $1 small FRN’s, including 
the star note issues. One variety often thought to 

be valuable was “Barr” notes, signed by J oseph Barr 
who was Secretary of the Treasury for just 28 days as 
a fill-in appointment. It was believed his signature 
would be rare for having the shortest amount of time 
at his position. However, notes with his signature 
continued to be printed for over a year after he 

left office. One can assemble a complete set of 
uncirculated notes at a reasonable price. Once you 
catch up to the present date, it’s a piece of cake to stay 
current as we move forward. 
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Buying & Selling U.S. Coins & Currency 
Amy & James 
P.O, Box 2066 
Douglasville, GA 30133 


678-414-3856 
steelers]3@bellsouth.net 


~ The Numismatic Gallery, LLC - 


‘‘Northwest Georgia’s Gold & Silver Center” 


Buying gold, silver, Morgans, PCGS, NGC, 
Proof and Mint Sets, all forms of currency. 


TOPPRICES PAID’ 


1070 North Tennessee St. Suite 103% 
sw, Cartersville, GA 3012 —e 

5 (8 Office Phone: (170, 387-0108, 
Wok. Cell Phones(770) 247-3297 
2) Oy Palail: nuittsmaticyallery@earthlink. het. = 
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Foreign ERE GEIS ET ING : ~ thew wai 
dete PERSONAL INVESTMENT COUNSELING . CAC NA 
US. Gold FOR THE Baird COnribeyoe if iff. ee 

Medalions © NUMISMATIC INVESTOR/COLLECTOR 


Appraisals 


Nmmiarnatic _MICHAEL GONZALEZ N.I. COLLECTIBLES 


Collectibles ; | 
Professional Numismatist nd : 5 
I Paper Money Pe U.S. & Foreign Coins -Paper Money 


Silver Dollars oni’ . 
Mint & Proof Sets “el S” MK Precious Metals, LLC |“ Jesse Iskowitz 

Custom Minting Cell: 423-991-6982 « Fax: 706-935-2664 Professional Numismatist 

Estate Jewelry mike@mkpreciousmetalslle.com PO. Box 71417 Phone: 770-363-0041 
Diamonds PO. Box 15106 Ringgold, GA 30736 Marietta, Georgia 30007 Fax: 770-579-2486 


AUTHORIZED DEALER Humamatic Guaranty Corporation 





Rose City Coin & 54 Annual Coin Show ‘ Augusta Coin Club Show 


& Currency Show ex Rome Civie Center November 20-21,2015 
November 20-21, 2015 mn _ ae ae New Columbia wc xhibition Center 

Michael Ray Owen Fine Arts Bldg an, <9 212 Partnership Drive 

Professional Learning Center vax Friday, October 16, 2015 9:00 a.m, ~ 5:30 p.m. Grovetown, GA 30813 


Saturday, October 17, 2015 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


200 N. Pinetree Blvd. seer nintnintnty a David Chism 
Thomasville, GA 31/792 Sponsored by the Rome Coin Club “ag | (706) 541-4143, 
Bill Vaughan: < és — von Yo = chism79@ comcast.net 
thomasvillevaughan@ gmail.com .— 
229-228-6304 


770-815-4042 


VISIT OUR AWARD WINNING CLUB 


M etropolitan C oin Club of Atlanta 


Meeting at 7 PM on the Ist and 3rd Saturday of each month 
North DeK alb Cultural A rts Center 
5339 Chamblee-D unwoody Road 
Dunwoody, Georgia 30338 


All Collectors Welcomed! 


Educational programs/fellowship/refreshments 


Free appraisals/50-70 lot auction 
For further information 


call 770-396-6616 or visit www.mccatl.org 








— 


SOUTHERNAyx 


ECIOUS METAL EXCHANGE 


We Buy Gold, Silver, & Platinum 
in All Forms! 


Phone: 

(423) 825-GOLD or 
(423) 760-8874 or 
(423) 544-7332 
www.southernpmx.com 


5828 Ringgold Road 
Chattanooga, TN 37412 
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Why Not Collect One-Ounce Silver Eagles? 


By: Mark Benvenuto 


The price of silver has leveled off a bit in the past year, and 
does not appear to be on quite the rollercoaster ride at the 
moment that it has been on in the past. ‘The United States 
gold and silver bullion coin program is on its thirtieth year 
right now, and while that number doesn’t seem to have 
drawn attention at the same level as the fiftieth anniversary 
of the Kennedy half dollar, it might still be a great time 

to look at something like the one-ounce silver Eagles and 
determine just how collectible they are. 


Circulation strike versus proof 


These big bullion coins — defined as coins because they 
each do bear a face value, of $1- have been coming out of 
the Mint pretty steadily since 1986, in both uncirculated 
and proof versions. Collectors who had started any of 
their collections before 1986 knew that the Eagle was not 
the first one-ounce silver coin in the game. A few other 
countries had been in the arena mixing it up before us, 
including Canada and Mexico. So when the uncirculated 
versions came out that first year, side by side with proofs, 
some collectors smiled wider than the proverbial Cheshire 
cat, while others cried, “Foul!” The grinning folks probably 
included all of us who liked anything in proof, while the 
naysayers probably thought of this as one more way for 
the Mint to profit from collectors’ appetites. But wherever 
a person fell between these two camps, the proofs were 
here to stay as well as what were then called the circulation 
strikes. 


Logically then, the first direction a person might take 
when building a collection of silver Eagles would be a 
date run. What you might wish to pay for such a date 
run then becomes a matter of what sort of condition each 
particular coin isin. In the course of three decades, there 
have definitely been some of the circulation strikes that 
have received heavy marks and scratches from clanking 
against others like them. When it comes to proofs, some 
may be expensive because they have been encapsulated 
by one of the third party grading services at a grade such 
as PF-69 or even the technically perfect PF-770. Whatever 
decision a person makes though, the circulation strikes, 
un-encapsulated, are probably still going to be the most 
affordable way to collect a significant number of these big 
Eagles. 


While we are speaking of encapsulated and un- 
encapsulated coins, when it comes to paying any sort of 
premium for silver Eagles - especially proof silver Eagles 
- it’s worth getting the encapsulated or slabbed version. 


Even if you are a true purist when it comes to your coins, 
and you like to assign grades yourself, it’s never wise to pay 
extra for a coin you think is PF-69, only to later sell it and 
be told it commands a much lower grade. In short: avoid 
buyer’s remorse. Buy the slab, and buy the guarantee. 


Now, for those willing to pay the numismatic premium for 
proof versions of each date, the big rock in the stream is 
and probably always will be the 1995-W. This is the coin 
that was only produced as part of the gold Eagle proof sets 
that year, and thus the one date and mintmark combination 
that has a far lower mintage than all the others. For the 
past few years, the price tag has been close to $5,000 for 
one of them. Most of us will probably have to let this one 


go. 
Burnished uncirculated and reverse proof 


If circulation version and proof versions of the silver Eagles 
weren't enough, in 2006 the Mint went a step further in 
production techniques and started issuing what they called 
burnished uncirculated pieces, as well as something that 
hadn’t been seen before, at least not from the US Mint - 
reverse proofs. 


For decades, proof coins from the US Mint featured frosted 
devices and mirrored fields. Some countries, such as 
Canada, simply went for a mirrored surface, meaning all 
fields and features. But it doesn’t seem that any mint had 
opted for mirrored design elements, and frosted fields. Yet 
in 2006, that’s exactly what was unveiled as an option for 
anyone interested in collecting proof version of the silver 
Eagles. 


These two options certainly add a couple of possibilities for 
anyone growing their own collection of one-ounce silver 
Eagles. Like the regular proofs, there is a premium that 
one has to pay for these finishes. Some of us may simply 
shake our heads and consider this one more way for the 
Mint to shake some dollars out of collectors. But on the 
other hand, someone must be collecting these, as they keep 
coming out each year, and there appears to be no outcry 
among the collecting community that they represent some 
kind of rip-off. 


If you like the idea of collecting silver Eagles, but think 

that these extra options are a bit further down the rabbit 
hole than you would like to fall, one possibility is to collect 
the circulation version Eagles by date, and purchase 
perhaps one or two proofs, reverse proofs, or burnished 
uncirculated pieces, perhaps representing years that were 
particularly special to you. Was there a marriage or birth in 


Continued on page 12 





Page 11 


stanton Books & 
stone Mountain Supplies 


Books & Supplies for the Numismatic hobby 








One of the few remaining complete lines 
FAST SERVICE supply distributors who 
Still attends shows and ships 








UPS Next Day 
° Coin Supplies «Krause Publications 
* Dealer Supplies ¢ Airtite Holders 
¢Dansco Albums ¢ Whitman/Harris Products 
¢Bauscha Lomb Products -*intercept Shield 
¢ Littleton Albums ¢& Many More 
1575 Old Alabama Road 770-640-5055 
Suite 115 Fax: 770-640-5125 
Roswell, GA 30076 kv@stantonhooks.com 


TRS ETO GR 
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Why Not Collect One-Ounce Silver Eagles? 
Continued from Page 10 


the family on a specific year? That might warrant a reverse 
proof. There are plenty of other possibilities as well. 


Adding a foreign one- ounce bullion coin 


All the possibilities mentioned here, or some combination 
of them, add up to a lot of ways a person can collect silver 
Eagles. Adding one more layer to this - one that might 
prove to be a lot of fun - is to add a single one-ounce silver 
bullion coin from one or more of the foreign countries 


who are also in this world-wide game. Canadian Maple 
leaves from up north are readily available, as are Mexican 
silver Libertads from down south. So are Chinese pandas, 
and Australian kookaburras. There are quite a few others 
as well, all of which could be neat additions to a growing 
collection. 


If you have stayed away from one-ounce silver Eagles, now 
might be a good time to reconsider. The prices are pretty 
low, and the potential for fun is pretty high. 


JOIN SCI’S THOUSANDS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS! 


FREE CATALOGS! 


DECADES OLD EXPERIENCED FIRM OFFERING A 
FULL LINE OF COINS, CURRENCY AND SUPPLIES 


SOUTHERN COIN INVESTMENTS 


PO Box 720714, Dept. GNA 
Atlanta, GA 30358- 2714 
Phone: (770) 393-8000 
Fax: (770) 396-1734 
www.southerncoin.com 


E-mail: 


sales@southerncoin.com 


TO OBTAIN OUR FREE CURRENT CATALOGS, 
PLEASE EMAIL OR APPLY ON OUR WEVSITE. 
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DALTON 


GOLD & SILVER EXCHANGE 


















lal specializing in 
y PREMIUM QUALITY CERTIFIED U.S. COINS 


NIORGAN DOLLARS 
(Certified, GSA’s and Redfields) 


DAHLONEGA & CHARLOTTE GOLD 
BUY SELL TRADE 


| Contact us if you have gold or 
« silver coins to sell. A re- 
# spected professional dealer 

1 with numerous numismatic 





Grant Campbell 





ABA Life Member LIM-5193 
BRA LM 2076 


Web Site: www. DaltonGoldSilver.com 
Email: dgse@daltongoldsilver.com 
103 South Hamilton St 


Dalton, GA 30720 


Phone: 106-226-3504 __ . 


ALTHORICED DEALER 
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GNA Convention Draws 9 J unior Exhibitors 


By: Carl Lester, Educational Exhibits Manager, Mack 
Martin, Dennis Schafluetzel and John Phipps 


The Georgia Numismatic Association (GNA) drew 
nine junior exhibitors (age 17 and under), April 17-19, 
2015, at their annual convention in Dalton, Georgia. 
The following significant changes in the educational 
exhibits program were implemented for junior 
exhibitors over the past few years, that led to this 
record number of junior entries: 


¢ Awards presented at 1 pm Saturday, at the GNA 
Young Numismatist (YN) program. 

¢ Setup deadline for juniors extended to 10 am 
Saturday. Exhibits may be removed early, if 
prearranged. 

¢ GNA offered one night free lodging for each junior 
exhibitor’s family. 

¢ Value of numismatic awards doubled for all 
categories to: Ist Place: $250; 2nd Place: $125; 3rd 
Place: $75. 

¢ Local club YN programs initiated to show how easy 
it is to exhibit. 

¢ Judges took time to talk to each exhibitor and 
parent about how their exhibit can be improved for 
the next show. 

¢ Communicated to exhibitors and parents how 
exhibiting enhances the possibility of winning a GNA 
all expense scholarship to the ANA Summer Seminar. 


Miriam Saldarriaga won first place junior, for 

her exhibit “Headed West: The Changing Faces 

of Miss Liberty.” Her award was an 1884-CC BU 
Silver Dollar, in Original GSA Packaging. Eason 
Barrineau won second place junior, for his exhibit 
“The Jefferson Nickel.” His award was a 1918 
Standing Liberty Quarter (PCGS AU58). Hampton 
Barrineau won third place junior, for his exhibit 
“World War II Currency.” His award was a 1920 
Pilgrim Commemorative Half Dollar (PCGS MS63). 
The other junior exhibitors and their exhibits were: 
Colby Hawk (Battles of World War II), Daniel Stadter 
(Wheat Pennies), Matthew Stadter (Roosevelt Dimes), 
Laura Stadter (Real Women on U.S. Coinage), 
Andrew Daugherty (U.S. Dollar Coins) and Sam 
Forsyth (Civil War Tokens). They each received a 
United States proof set. Four of the six families who 





had junior exhibitors took advantage of the free night 
lodging, which was offered for the first time this year. 


The GNA had two categories of senior exhibits: Large 
(4+ cases) and Small (1-3 cases). ‘The Large Exhibit 
first place award was won by Dennis Schafluetzel, 
with his exhibit “Chattanooga Depression and 
Clearing House Scrip.” ‘The second place award was 
won by Claybourne Barrineau, for his exhibit “State of 
Georgia Treasury Notes.” ‘The third place award was 
won by Claybourne Barrineau, for his exhibit “J ames 
Edward Oglethorpe as Portrayed on Georgia Paper 
Currency and Bonds.” 


The Small Exhibit first place award was won by 
Lavonda Proveaux, for her exhibit “The Pigeon Roost 
Mining Co.” The second place award was won by 
Richard Jozefiak, for his exhibit “25th Anniversary of 
the Official State of Alaska One Ounce, Silver Proof 
Medallions (1989-2014).” The third place award was 
won by J ohn Phipps, for his exhibit “The Philippines 
Commemorative Coins While under United States 
Administration.” 


The YN exhibitors that were at the YN Meeting were: Andrew 
Daugherty, Miriam Saldarriaga(1st Place Exhibitor), Mack 
Martin, GNA Governor, Colby Hawk and Sam Forsyth 
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Early Dimes At $100 Each? 


By: Mark Benvenuto 


The design changes in United States coinage right now are 
focused on our quarters and dollar coins, with several of them 
with some new image being released each year. Even the 

cents and nickels have seen some design changes in the past 
decade or so. Through it all though, our humble ten-cent piece 
has stayed the same, without a single change in any design 
element since 1946. That tends to mean some folks overlook 
them when it comes to forming a collection. So, let’s ask 
ourselves: what might be out there when it comes to dimes - 
specifically early dimes? 


Draped Bust Dimes 


The dime was not the smallest of the silver coins first 
authorized by a young Congress in 1792. ‘That honor went 

to the small half dime coin. But the dime was indeed part of 
the original package, as it were, although the first ones were 
not coined until 1796. The number of these first coins was 
minuscule even by the standards of the day - 22,135. To 

give some perspective, the 1790 census of the US — the first 
of the censuses taken every ten years — indicates there were 
3,929,214 citizens. One can only imagine how many (or few!) 
people saw any of these early dimes in circulation. 


When it comes to purchasing a piece like this for a collection 
today, well the cost might be the very definition of sticker 
shock. In the grade of good-4, or G-4, we would need to part 
with $3K. That’s a lot of money for very little dime. 


Let’s take a moment then and consider just how much we’d 
be willing to spend for a decent dime. How about $20? ‘That 
sounds great, but a look through any price list of the early 
ten-cent pieces will make us realize it’s naught but wishful 
thinking. How about $100 then? That’s not an insane 
number, and as we'll see, it can still buy us a dime or two. 


Those first dimes are now referred to as Draped Bust ten-cent 
pieces. From 1796 to 1797 there were changes in the number 
of stars surrounding Lady Liberty on the obverse. In 1798 
what is called the small eagle reverse was changed to the 
heraldic eagle reverse. What stays the same for the dime from 
1796 all the way to 1807 is that the mintages were tiny - and 
thus the prices today are huge. That makes it impossible for 
us to purchase one for the $100 price tag we have pegged. 


Capped Bust dimes 


Before we despair too much though, let’s jump to the Capped 
Bust dimes, which were issued from 1809 to 1837 with a few 
missing years in the line-up. The first two years of issue, 
meaning the 1809 and the 1811, had small enough official 
totals that one might think the dime was to be doomed to 
obscurity. The next year though, the 1814, saw a hefty upturn 


in the output of dimes. That total was 421,500. And that 
number is high enough that a person could actually land one 
for $100, although it will be in a grade such as VG-8. 


If that is still too much money for too little dime, perhaps 

the 1820 will be sweeter to the taste. The denomination 

had laid dormant from 1815 - 1819, but in 1820 just under 1 
million dimes were produced. That number is certainly huge 
when compared with those we've just mentioned. But to be 
fair, if we again use a census number, we find that the 1820 
U.S. census determined there were 9,638,453 people in the 
growing country. That’s still not a great dimes-to- people ratio, 
although it is an improvement. For us today, the dime number 
is the important one, and it means that an 1820 for the price 
we mentioned is a possibility in a grade like F-12. 


The year 1820 seems to have been the spark, in that from 1821 
to 1837, there were four more years with dime mintages over 1 
million coins, and another six years with mintages over half a 
million. Several of these are available for less than $100 in the 
VF-20 grade. It appears we have arrived then at early dimes 
that don’t have exorbitant prices glued to them. 

Seated Liberty dimes 


Mr. Christian Gobrecht’s famous Seated Liberty design made 
its debut on the various silver denominations of U.S. coins 
throughout the late 1830’s, and did so on the dime in 1837. 
The output smashed through the one million mark in 1838, 
just narrowly missing making it to two million. It was 1841 
that saw the 2 million mark surpassed, and from the branch 
Mint in New Orleans, no less. But it was the year 1853 that 
Saw a mintage so huge - 12,078,010 to be precise - that it 
would not be surpassed until 1891. By any stretch, that’s a 
common dime. 


As might be imagined, the price for an 1853 Seated Liberty 
dime today is not outrageous. Our $100 can land us one in 
EF-40 with some change coming back to us. Actually, quite 

a few of the more common dates are available in an upper 
level circulated grade like this for less than $100. That very 
common 1891 we just mentioned can even be netted in AU-50 
for about $100. 


Beyond this? 


Any dimes younger than the Seated Liberty dimes don’t really 
qualify as all that “early,” simply because they overlap into the 
twentieth century. But we have seen that right now, when the 
attention of the collecting community is elsewhere, there are 
some early U.S. dimes with collecting potential. Admittedly, 
the earliest are pretty far out of reach. But even the Capped 
Bust dimes have some possibilities within the series. Now 
might just prove to be a good time to assemble a collection of 
some early dimes. 
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Buying & Selling 
Rare Date Gold 


Services Offered: 
- We Build Fine Collections 


- Coins Located and 
Want Lists Filled 


- Auction Consignment Consultation 





- Auction Representation 


- Professional Appr aisals Unique 1787 "EB" on breast 
and Photography Brasher Doubloon from the 
Gold Rush Collection 


- Upgrade Consulting for PQ Coins 
Dahlonega & Charlotte 


Mint Experts 





Call Al Adams 
404-630-1861 


Gold Rush Gallery, Inc. 
P.O. Box 38 - Dahlonega, Georgia 30533 
(404) 630-1861 - Fax: (706) 867-0516 
Info@GoldRushGallery.com - www.GoldRushGallery.com 





Meet Al Adams at many shows nationwide. 


Current Inventory and Show Schedule On-line at www.GoldRushGallery.com 





